
 

May 17, 2023 

To: Directors of Clinical Laboratories 
 Directors of Transfusion Services 
From: Chris Lough, MD, Vice President of Medical Services 

Subject: Transfusion of Low Count Platelets 
 
LifeSouth currently offers variable count, or low count, platelets to increase the available platelet supply. Current clinical 
recommendations are that platelet products with counts between 2.5 to 2.9 x 1011 be treated as equivalent to products 
with at least 3.0 x 1011 platelets, the current FDA minimum for a traditional apheresis platelet. Additional information and 
publications around this recommendation may be found in ABC Blood Bulletin Vol. 20, No. 4 (see Figure 1). Not only are 
products with lower counts between 2.0 to 2.5 x 1011 routinely utilized as the standard of care in Canada and the European 
Union, but the Platelet Dose Study (PLADO) trial has proven the effectiveness of such products. Additional studies have had 
similar results in multiple patient types, and in general, an increase in the number of platelet products transfused is not 
seen until much lower doses are utilized. 

Utilization of variable count platelet products is one way that our partners can actively help mitigate the impact of any 
potential shortages on their patients and our communities without placing quality of care at risk. LifeSouth asks that you 
strongly consider implementing the use of variable count products in your facility. Variable count platelet products are 
routinely available, and all units will have the platelet count recorded on the face label of the bag. See Table 1 for a list of 
ISBT component codes currently assigned to variable count platelet products. 

If you have any questions, or would like any additional information/resources, please feel free to contact me directly at 
cmlough@lifesouth.org or 352-224-1644. 

Table 1, Low Count Platelet Product Codes 

Code ISBT 128 Description 
E5075 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A/XX/20-24C|ResLeu:<5E6|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring 
E9970 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A/XX/20-24C|ResLeu:<5E6|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring >=24h 
EA011 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A/XX/20-24C|ResLeu:<5E6|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring >=36h 
E5370 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A/XX/20-24C|ResLeu:<5E6|1st container|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring 
E9971 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A/XX/20-24C|ResLeu:<5E6|1st container|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring >=24h 
EA012 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A/XX/20-24C|ResLeu:<5E6|1st container|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring >=36h 
E5371 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A/XX/20-24C|ResLeu:<5E6|2nd container|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring 
E9972 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A/XX/20-24C|ResLeu:<5E6|2nd container|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring >=24h 
EA013 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A/XX/20-24C|ResLeu:<5E6|2nd container|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring >=36h 
E5372 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A/XX/20-24C|ResLeu:<5E6|3rd container|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring 
E9973 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A/XX/20-24C|ResLeu:<5E6|3rd container|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring >=24h 
EA014 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A/XX/20-24C|ResLeu:<5E6|3rd container|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring >=36h 
E5073 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A/XX/20-24C|Irradiated|ResLeu:<5E6|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring 
E9978 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A/XX/20-24C|Irradiated|ResLeu:<5E6|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring >=24h 
EA019 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A/XX/20-24C|Irradiated|ResLeu:<5E6|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring >=36h 
E5532 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A/XX/20-24C|Irradiated|ResLeu:<5E6|1st container|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring 
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E9979 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A/XX/20-24C|Irradiated|ResLeu:<5E6|1st container|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring >=24h 
EA020 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A/XX/20-24C|Irradiated|ResLeu:<5E6|1st container|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring >=36h 
E5533 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A/XX/20-24C|Irradiated|ResLeu:<5E6|2nd container|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring 
E9980 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A/XX/20-24C|Irradiated|ResLeu:<5E6|2nd container|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring >=24h 
EA021 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A/XX/20-24C|Irradiated|ResLeu:<5E6|2nd container|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring >=36h 
E5534 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A/XX/20-24C|Irradiated|ResLeu:<5E6|3rd container|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring 
E9981 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A/XX/20-24C|Irradiated|ResLeu:<5E6|3rd container|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring >=24h 
EA022 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A/XX/20-24C|Irradiated|ResLeu:<5E6|3rd container|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring >=36h 
EA052 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A>PAS-F/XX/20-24C|ResLeu:<5E6|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring 
E9986 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A>PAS-F/XX/20-24C|ResLeu:<5E6|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring >=24h 
EA027 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A>PAS-F/XX/20-24C|ResLeu:<5E6|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring >=36h 
EA053 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A>PAS-F/XX/20-24C|ResLeu:<5E6|1st container|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring 
E9987 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A>PAS-F/XX/20-24C|ResLeu:<5E6|1st container|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring >=24h 
EA028 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A>PAS-F/XX/20-24C|ResLeu:<5E6|1st container|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring >=36h 
EA054 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A>PAS-F/XX/20-24C|ResLeu:<5E6|2nd container|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring 
E9988 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A>PAS-F/XX/20-24C|ResLeu:<5E6|2nd container|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring >=24h 
EA029 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A>PAS-F/XX/20-24C|ResLeu:<5E6|2nd container|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring >=36h 
EA055 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A>PAS-F/XX/20-24C|ResLeu:<5E6|3rd container|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring 
E9989 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A>PAS-F/XX/20-24C|ResLeu:<5E6|3rd container|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring >=24h 
EA030 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A>PAS-F/XX/20-24C|ResLeu:<5E6|3rd container|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring >=36h 
EA060 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A>PAS-F/XX/20-24C|Irradiated|ResLeu:<5E6|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring 
E9994 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A>PAS-F/XX/20-24C|Irradiated|ResLeu:<5E6|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring >=24h 
EA035 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A>PAS-F/XX/20-24C|Irradiated|ResLeu:<5E6|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring >=36h 
EA061 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A>PAS-F/XX/20-24C|Irradiated|ResLeu:<5E6|1st container|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring 
E9995 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A>PAS-F/XX/20-24C|Irradiated|ResLeu:<5E6|1st container|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring >=24h 
EA036 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A>PAS-F/XX/20-24C|Irradiated|ResLeu:<5E6|1st container|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring >=36h 
EA062 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A>PAS-F/XX/20-24C|Irradiated|ResLeu:<5E6|2nd container|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring 
E9996 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A>PAS-F/XX/20-24C|Irradiated|ResLeu:<5E6|2nd container|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring >=24h 
EA037 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A>PAS-F/XX/20-24C|Irradiated|ResLeu:<5E6|2nd container|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring >=36h 
EA063 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A>PAS-F/XX/20-24C|Irradiated|ResLeu:<5E6|3rd container|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring 
E9997 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A>PAS-F/XX/20-24C|Irradiated|ResLeu:<5E6|3rd container|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring >=24h 
EA038 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A>PAS-F/XX/20-24C|Irradiated|ResLeu:<5E6|3rd container|<3E11 plts|Bacterial monitoring >=36h 
E8335 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A/XX/20-24C|ResLeu:<5E6|<3E11 plts|Psoralen-treated 
E8971 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A/XX/20-24C|ResLeu:<5E6|1st container|<3E11 plts|Psoralen-treated 
E8972 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A/XX/20-24C|ResLeu:<5E6|2nd container|<3E11 plts|Psoralen-treated 
E8973 Apheresis PLATELETS|ACD-A/XX/20-24C|ResLeu:<5E6|3rd container|<3E11 plts|Psoralen-treated 



Figure 1, ABC Blood Bulletin Vol. 20, No. 4 

 



 


